French Polynesia is a remote French overseas territory located in the South Pacific ([Fig. 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"}). It belongs to the 22 Pacific Islands Countries and Territories. The population of French Polynesia is about 280 000 inhabitants distributed among 72 inhabited islands grouped in five archipelagos. French Polynesia is characterized by a small population spread in a maritime geographic area larger than Europe.Fig. 1French Polynesia (red circle) and the other Pacific Countries and Territories (blue circles).Fig. 1

Unlike most of the other Pacific Islands Countries and Territories, French Polynesia has advanced medical and research facilities; as a result, it can conduct surveillance and research programmes, provide support to close countries, and develop collaborations with local and international organizations such as the 'South Pacific Community' or the WHO. French Polynesia collaborates with reference research centres all over the world.

The public health-care system of French Polynesia consists of a main hospital (*Centre Hospitalier de la Polynésie française*) located on the main island Tahiti, four smaller public hospitals, and 115 infirmaries and dispensaries across the archipelagos. The private health-care system consists of two clinics located in Tahiti, and a network of private healthcare professionals. Surveillance of infectious diseases and vector control are coordinated by the French Polynesia Health Surveillance Department in collaboration with a sentinel network of public and private practitioners, the main public hospital and the *Institut Louis Malardé* [@bib1].

Favourable local conditions for infectious diseases are tropical climate, infestation by *Aedes* and *Culex* mosquitoes, poor sanitation conditions in some parts of the country, and being a tourist destination, which favours pathogen exchange.

In the past, the 'isolation' of French Polynesia was a protection against infectious diseases with short duration of infectivity. Now all French Polynesian archipelagos have flight facilities and according to our recent experience, when a new pathogen is introduced, it spreads within a few weeks to all archipelagos (for example, influenza A H1N1 virus in 2009, Zika virus in 2013, Chikungunya virus in 2014).

The main infectious disease public health issues in French Polynesia are arbovirus outbreaks. The first dengue virus outbreak with a known serotype was reported during World War II. Since then, dengue virus has become endemic with frequent outbreaks caused by the four dengue virus serotypes . Zika virus emerged in 2013 and Chikungunya virus in 2014 [@bib1], [@bib2], [@bib3]. In addition, as *Aedes aegypti* is widely distributed in French Polynesia, other *A. aegypti*-transmitted viruses, such as yellow fever virus, have the potential to emerge in the country. On the other hand, the Zika story demonstrated that Pacific islands, especially French Polynesia, are hubs for emerging viruses [@bib4]. After its emergence in French Polynesia, Zika virus spread in the Pacific and subsequently in the Americas [@bib5].

In addition to arboviruses and their vectors in French Polynesia, we report data about other endemic infectious diseases: leptospirosis (hyperendemic) [@bib6], tuberculosis (hyperendemic with recent emergence of multidrug-resistant strains) [@bib7], lymphatic filariasis (incidence decreasing but still endemic) [@bib8], leprosy (incidence decreasing but still endemic) [@bib9]. At the frontier of infectious diseases, we report data on ciguatera, a seafood poisoning disease highly prevalent in French Polynesia, causing a health issue and a threat to food sustainability and food security for local populations [@bib10].
